Presbytery Prayer Partners
May 2026

The Presbytery of Ohio Valley encourages all our congregations to pray for each other throughout the
year. Over a two-year period, a week will be designated for each of our churches and other
organizations. ltems listed below have been sent to us from the churches and organizations on our
prayer list for the weeks shown. Sharing prayers with each other works!

Week of May 3"

Fairlawn Presbyterian, Columbus Rev. Elizabeth Kirkpatrick

Fairlawn Presbyterian Church — serving Christ with open hearts, open minds, and open arms. We are a
small congregation located in the NE section of Columbus, Indiana. We gather for worship at 9:30 am,
followed by a time of fellowship and a second hour Christian nurture opportunity. We offer Little Lights,
Children’s Church, and youth group on Sundays. Our church is home to Fairlawn Preschool. We partner
with our preschool to have Milk and Cookie Story Hour, Music Fest, Art Show, and Popsicle Playground.
We also partner with a local elementary school to provide volunteers, Book Buddies readers, and back-
to-school supply kits for teachers. We ask you to join us in prayer as we continue to reach out into our
community and follow where the Spirit leads. Thank you.

Week of May 10

First Presbyterian, Columbus Rev. Felipe Martinez

First Presbyterian Church of Columbus, which celebrated its bicentennial in 2024, is starting its third
century with a new strategic plan. We benefited from a matching grant from the Center for
Congregations to engage a capable consultant. Our new Mission Statement reads: As an inclusive
community empowered by God’s transforming love, we welcome all people through worship,
compassionate service, care, and advocacy.

Our three strategic targets are:

1. Worship Planning and Meaningful Content: We will create worship that is spiritually meaningful,
personally inspirational, and provides a pathway bringing us closer to God and each other.

2. Listening, Connecting, and Relationship Building: We will build intentional connection time into
every gathering, seeking new opportunities to develop deeper relationships with one another.

3. Lovein Action: We will show God’s love in genuine ways through service with our neighbors and
church family.

We are currently adding a financial sustainability component to the plan.

Thank you for praying for us as we seek to live into this new strategic plan with God's guidance!



Week of May 17t

Pyoca Camp and Retreat Center

We ask for your prayers for our campers, staff, and volunteers journeying from across the Midwest to
join us at Pyoca. May each person who comes to camp know they are welcomed by a loving God. We
pray this will be a summer of deep reflection, bold imagination, joyful play, and faithful growth, as we
seek another way together.

Week of May 24"

Corydon Presbyterian, Corydon Rev. Cindy Cushman

Corydon Presbyterian Church, founded in 1819, is located in Corydon, IN. We exist for people across
Harrison County and beyond who are longing to meet with God in the midst of real life. In a culturally
and politically conservative community, many of the people drawn to our church have quietly wondered
if there is a place where they can be fully themselves without hiding or posturing. We offer safe space
for those who once participated in church but stepped away, unsure where they fit. We embrace people
who have felt hurt, excluded, or unseen—particularly individuals and allies of the LGBTQ as well as
others who have struggled to reconcile their faith and identity. Corydon Presbyterian strives to be an
oasis of grace where every person is seen first and foremost as a beloved creation of God. We believe
that every person has gifts to share and a story worth honoring. We seek to be a community where we
grow together, heal together, and live out a thoughtful, courageous faith shaped by love

We are a growing church, with many new people attending in the past two years. And we are an active
church. Though still fairly small in numbers, we engage with the Corydon community in a variety of
ways, including: helping to plan and participate in the annual Corydon Pride Festival; in partnership with
Harrison County Community Services, hosting a weekly free hot meal; hosting and providing leadership
for the annual Community MLK Celebration; hosting an annual Easter Egg Hunt and participating in
Repair Affair. These are just some of the ways we seek to live out our vision of sharing God's all-
embracing love to our community.

Week of May 31%

The Center for Congregations

The Center for Congregations is fully funded by the Lilly Endowment as a gift to Indiana congregations.
Its mission is to strengthen local congregations. The Center offers no-cost consulting, education events,
and grants. The Center’s digital resource collection is continuously being updated with tools and
resources congregations need most — recent timely collections address Mental Health, Post-Pandemic
Preparedness, and Anti-racism. Ongoing topics such as Youth Ministry, Buildings, and Stewardship
include regularly updated resources as well. POV congregations may be served by Center offices in
Evansville, Indianapolis, or Seymour.



