 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Installation of a Pastor in the Presbytery of Ohio Valley

The Installation of a pastor is a worship service of the Presbytery of Ohio Valley. The service is conducted at a time other than Sunday morning worship, so as to allow for others in the presbytery to participate. Typically, the service is held on Sunday afternoon at 4pm, local time. Those being installed will coordinate with the Moderator of Presbytery and the Executive Presbyter to schedule a date. 

The Moderator will appoint an Administrative Commission to install, after consulting with the pastor.  The Moderator of Presbytery serves as the moderator of the commission. If he or she cannot attend, the Vice-Moderator will serve as moderator. In the event that neither can attend, the Moderator of Council, or a recent past Moderator of Presbytery shall preside. The commission should include, as nearly as possible, an equal number of teaching and ruling elders. Ordinarily, no more than one ruling elder from any congregation shall serve as a member of the commission. The presbytery, according to its rule, will reimburse travel for members of the commission. The presbytery is not responsible for reimbursing travel expenses for guests or corresponding members from outside its bounds. 
The presbytery office will send an electronic invitation to the installation. Teaching elders and ministers of other denominations are invited to wear red stoles and sit with the commission. 

The template for the liturgy is below. Any member, corresponding member or guest of the commission may lead the various parts of the service, except where indicated in parentheses. If the pastor wishes to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, permission from the Presbytery Council will be sought.
Template for the Order of Worship

Gathering
Prelude 
Greeting and Sentences of Scripture       (Executive Presbyter)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.


And also with you.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 

let us exalt the name of the Lord together.


Come, let us sing to the Lord; 


let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Prayer of the Day                                                                                

Hymn

Prayer of Confession                                                              

In penitence and faith, 
let us confess our sin before God and one another:



Lord, you ask for our lives


that you might work through us.


We give a small part that we might not get too involved.


Forgive our calculated efforts to serve you


only when it is convenient for us,


only in those places where it is safe,


and only with those who make it easy.


Lord, forgive us, renew us, 


and shape us as usable instruments


that we may take seriously the meaning of your cross.

Amen.
Assurance of Pardon  
The Word
Prayer for Illumination                                                                           


Gracious and Holy God: 

give us diligence to seek Thee,


wisdom to perceive Thee, 

eyes to behold Thee,


a heart to meditate upon Thee, 

and a life to proclaim Thee; 


through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

First Bible Lesson 

Hymn or Anthem (optional)                                                                                       


Second Bible Lesson                                                                              

Sermon                                        

Hymn or Anthem
Service of Ordination and Installation
Sentences of Scripture   (Moderator of the Commission)                                                                     

There are varieties of gifts,


but it is the same Spirit who gives them.
There are different ways of serving God,


but it is the same Lord who is served.
God works through each person in a unique way,


but it is God's purpose that is accomplished.
To each is given a gift of the Spirit

to be used for the common good.


Together we are the body of Christ,


and individually members of it.
Statement on the Ministry of the Church (Moderator of the Commission) 

We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism,

and marked as Christ's own by the Holy Spirit....

Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant   (optional)                                         

The installation of a pastor calls the whole church to renewed commitment,

and reminds us all to bear gladly the yoke of Christ given in the covenant of baptism.

Let us, therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows, renouncing all that opposes 
God and God's rule and affirming the faith of the holy catholic church.

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin

and renounce evil and its power in the world?   I do.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ


and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace and love?  I do.

Will you be Christ's faithful disciple, 


obeying his Word and showing his love?  I will, with God's help.

With the whole church let us confess our faith.


Do you believe in God the Father?


I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?


I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.


On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,


the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,


the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Constitutional Questions to the Candidate  (Moderator of the Commission)                                  
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God's Word to you? 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?  
Will you be governed by our church's polity, and will you abide by its discipline?  Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God's Word and Spirit?  

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?  

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?  


Will you be a faithful teaching elder, proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, teaching faith and caring for people?  Will you be active in government and discipline, serving in the councils of the church; and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
 Constitutional Questions to the Congregation  (typically PNC Chair or Clerk of Session) 

Do we, the members of the xxxxxx Presbyterian Church, accept xxx as our pastor chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ?    We do.
Do we agree to encourage him/her, respect his/her decisions, and to follow as he/she guides us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is head of the Church?  We do.
Do we promise to pay him/her fairly, and provide for his/her welfare as he/she works among us; to stand by him/her in trouble and share his/her joys? Will we listen to the word he/she preaches, welcome his/her pastoral care, and honor his/her authority, as he/she seeks to honor and obey Jesus Christ, our Lord?   We do and we will.
Prayer of Installation
 (Moderator of the Commission) 



The Lord be with you.


And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Gracious and eternal God,


with joy we give you all thanks and praise....

Declaration of Installation (Moderator of the Commission) 



Xxxxxx, 



you are now installed as Pastor of the xxxxx Presbyterian Church.



Be faithful and true in your ministry 



so that your whole life will bear witness to the crucified and risen Christ.

Welcome  (Moderator of the Commission) 

Charge to the Pastor                                                                       

Charge to the Congregation(s)  
Offering of the People
Invitation to the Offering  (Pastor)                                                                                        

our offering will be used by the presbytery for the 


education of commissioned ruling elders and seminary students
The Doxology
Prayer of Dedication and The Lord's Prayer
Sending Forth
Hymn

Charge and Blessing  (Pastor)

Postlude
